
James
Is your faith visible?

James 1:22 Be doers of the word, and not hearers only. Otherwise, you are deceiving yourselves.

A Study of the 
book of 



Luke 16

9 I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain 
friends for yourselves, so that when it is 
gone, you will be welcomed into eternal 
dwellings.
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James 5

1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for 
your miseries which are coming upon you.

2 Your riches have rotted and your garments 
have become moth-eaten.        3 Your gold 
and silver are corroded. 

Their corrosion will testify against you and 
consume your flesh like fire. 

You have hoarded treasure in the last days.



James 5
4 Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed 
your fields, which you kept back by fraud, are 
crying out against you, 
and the cries of the harvesters have reached the 
ears of the Lord of hosts. 
5 You have lived on the earth in luxury and in 
self-indulgence. You have fattened your hearts in 
a day of slaughter. 
6 You have condemned and put to death the 
righteous man; he does not resist you.



Gaining Wealth Unjustly

James 5
4 Behold, the wages of the laborers who 
mowed your fields, which you kept back 
by fraud, are crying out against you, and 
the cries of the harvesters have reached 
the ears of the Lord of hosts.



Self-indulgence and Luxury

James 5
5 You have lived on the earth in luxury and 
in self-indulgence. 



Luke 16

19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in 
purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every 
day. 20 At his gate was laid a beggar named 
Lazarus, covered with sores 21 and longing 
to eat what fell from the rich man’s table. 
Even the dogs came and licked his sores.

22 “The time came when the beggar died 
and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. 
The rich man also died and was buried. 



Luke 16
23 In Hades, where he was in torment, he looked 
up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by 
his side. 24 So he called to him, ‘Father 
Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to 
dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my 
tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’
25 “But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that 
in your lifetime you received your good things, 
while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is 
comforted here and you are in agony. 



Luke 6
21 Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be 
satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for you will 
laugh.
22 Blessed are you when people hate you, when they 
exclude you and insult you and reject your name as evil, 
because of the Son of Man.
23 “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is 
your reward in heaven. For that is how their ancestors 
treated the prophets.
24 “But woe to you who are rich, for you have already 
received your comfort.
25 Woe to you who are well fed now, for you will go 
hungry.  Woe to you who laugh now, for you will mourn 
and weep.



1 Timothy 6
6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 
For we brought nothing into the world, and we 
can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food 
and clothing, we will be content with that. 9 
Those who want to get rich fall into temptation 
and a trap and into many foolish and harmful 
desires that plunge people into ruin and 
destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of 
all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, 
have wandered from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many griefs.



Hoarding Earthly Treasure
3…You have hoarded treasure in the last days.

1.  Lost opportunity for Kingdom work
2.  Ignoring the needs of others



1 John 3

16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus 
Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought 
to lay down our lives for our brothers and 
sisters. 17 If anyone has material possessions 
and sees a brother or sister in need but has 
no pity on them, how can the love of God be 
in that person? 18 Dear children, let us not 
love with words or speech but with actions 
and in truth.



Hoarding Earthly Treasure
3…You have hoarded treasure in the last days.

1.  Lost opportunity for Kingdom work
2.  Ignoring the needs of others
3.  Pursuing temporal worldly things 



Matthew 6:19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves 
break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and 
where thieves do not break in and steal.   21 For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

1 Corinthians 7:29 What I am saying, brothers, is that the 
time is short. From now on those who have wives should 
live as if they had none; 30 those who weep, as if they did 
not; those who are joyful, as if they were not; those who 
make a purchase, as if they had nothing; 31 and those who 
use the things of this world, as if not dependent on them. 
For this world in its present form is passing away.



Hoarding Earthly Treasure
3…You have hoarded treasure in the last days.

1.  Lost opportunity for Kingdom work
2.  Ignoring the needs of others
3.  Pursuing temporal worldly things 
4.  Not trusting God to provide 



Idolatry

James 5
5 You have lived on the earth in luxury and 
in self-indulgence. You have fattened your 
hearts in a day of slaughter.



Philippians 3
18 For, as I have often told you before and now 
tell you again even with tears, many live as 
enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is 
destruction, their god is their stomach, and their 
glory is in their shame. Their mind is set on 
earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in 
heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from 
there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the 
power that enables him to bring everything 
under his control, will transform our lowly bodies 
so that they will be like his glorious body.
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