
James
Is your faith visible?

James 1:22 Be doers of the word, and not hearers only. Otherwise, you are deceiving yourselves.
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James 3

13 Who is wise and understanding among you? By 
his good conduct let him show his works in the 
meekness of wisdom. 

14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish 
ambition in your hearts, do not boast in it or deny 
the truth. 15 Such wisdom does not come from 
above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For 
where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there 
will be disorder and every evil practice. 



James 3

17 But the wisdom from above is first of all pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, accommodating, full of 
mercy and good fruit, impartial, and sincere.                   
18 Peacemakers who sow in peace reap the fruit of 
righteousness.



James 4
1 What causes quarrels and what causes fights among 
you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war within 
you? 2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. 
You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and 
quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3 
You ask and do not receive, because you ask with 
wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your 
pleasures. 
4 You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship 
with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore 
whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes 
himself an enemy of God.



James 4
5 Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the 
Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit 
that he has made to dwell in us”? 
6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God 
opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”(Prov. 

3:34)  7 Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he 
will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God and He will 
draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; 
and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be 
miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be 
turned into mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 
Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and 
He will exalt you.



James 4

1 What causes quarrels and what causes fights 
among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at 
war within you? 2 You desire and do not have, so 
you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you 
fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you 
do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because 
you ask with wrong motives, so that you may 
spend it on your pleasures. 



James 1:14 but each person is tempted when they are 
dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. 15 
Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; 
and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.

Romans 6:11 In the same way, count yourselves dead 
to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12 Therefore 
do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you 
obey its evil desires. 

Desires are the 

birthplace of all sin



Matthew 6
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 
20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths 
and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in 
and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also.

24 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one 
and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise 
the other. You cannot serve both God and money.

Desires of the flesh become 

idols of the heart



1 Peter 2:11 Beloved, I urge you as foreigners and 
exiles, to abstain from the desires of the flesh, which 
war against your soul.

Titus 3:3 At one time we too were foolish, 
disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of 
passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, 
being hated and hating one another.

Desires are Traitors



James 4

2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You 
covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. 
You do not have, because you do not ask. 3 You 
ask and do not receive, because you ask with 
wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your 
pleasures.

Desires are Liars



2 Peter 1

3 His divine power has given us everything we need 
for a godly life through our knowledge of him who 
called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through 
these he has given us his very great and precious 
promises, so that through them you may participate in 
the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in 
the world caused by evil desires.

Desires are Liars
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Mark 4

18 Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear 
the word; 19 but the worries of this life, the 
deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other 
things come in and choke the word, making it 
unfruitful.

Desires are Distractors



James 4

3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask 
with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on 
your pleasures. 

Desires are Manipulators



James 4

1 What causes quarrels and what causes fights 
among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at 
war within you? 2 You desire and do not have, so 
you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you 
fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you 
do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because 
you ask with wrong motives, so that you may 
spend it on your pleasures. 



Romans 11:33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God!

How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths 
beyond tracing out!

34 “Who has known the mind of the Lord?

Or who has been his counselor?”

35 “Who has ever given to God, that God should 
repay them?”

36 For from him and through him and for him are all 
things.

To him be the glory forever! Amen.



2 Peter 1

3 His divine power has given us everything we need 
for a godly life through our knowledge of him who 
called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through 
these he has given us his very great and precious 
promises, so that through them you may participate in 
the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in 
the world caused by evil desires.

Ask

From Him we receive



Galatians 2

20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no 
longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now 
live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave himself for me.

War

Through Him we overcome



Colossians 3

1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set 
your hearts on things above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds 
on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you 
died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in 
God. 

War

Through Him we overcome



Ephesians 1

11 In him we were also chosen, having been 
predestined according to the plan of him who 
works out everything in conformity with the 
purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who were 
the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the 
praise of his glory.

Motive 

For Him we exist
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