A Study of the
book of

James 1:22 PBe doers of the word, and not hearers on]g. Otherwise, you are deceiving yourselves.



James 3

1 Let not many of you become teachers, my
brethren, knowing that as such we will incur a
stricter judgment.

2 For we all stumble in many ways. If anyone does
not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man,
able to bridle the whole body as well.



James 3

3 Now if we put the bits into the horses’ mouths so

that they will obey us, we direct their entire body
as well.

4 Look at the ships also, though they are so great
and are driven by strong winds, are still directed by
a very small rudder wherever the inclination of the
pilot desires.



James 3

5 So also the tongue is a small part of the body,
and yet it boasts of great things.

See how great a forest is set aflame by such a small
fire! 6 And the tongue is a fire, ...



James 3

6 And the tongue is a fire, the very world of
iniquity; the tongue is set among our members as
that which defiles the entire body, and sets on fire
the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell.



James 3

7 For every species of beasts and birds, of
reptiles and creatures of the sea, is tamed and
has been tamed by the human race.

8 But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless
evil and full of deadly poison.



James 3

9 With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it
we curse men, who have been made in the likeness
of God; 10 from the same mouth come both
blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things
ought not to be this way.

11 Does a fountain send out from the same
opening both fresh and bitter water? 12 Can a fig
tree, my brethren, produce olives, or a vine
produce figs? Nor can salt water produce fresh.



James 3

6 And the tongue is a fire, the very world of
iniquity; the tongue is set among our members as
that which defiles the entire body, and sets on fire
the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell.



Problem #1 — Sin must become utterly sinful

Romans 7:12 So then, the law is holy, and the commandment
is holy, righteous and good.

13 Did that which is good, then, become death to me? By no
means! Nevertheless, in order that sin might be recognized as
sin, it used what is good to bring about my death, so that
through the commandment sin might become utterly sinful.

Gospel Solution — Repentance




Acts 5:32 The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you
killed, having hanged Him on a tree. 31 God exalted Him to
His right hand as Prince and Savior, in order to grant
repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel.

2 Timothy 2:25 Opponents must be gently instructed, in the
hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a
knowledge of the truth, 26 and that they will come to their
senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken
them captive to do his will.



James 3

7 For every species of beasts and birds, of
reptiles and creatures of the sea, is tamed and
has been tamed by the human race.

8 But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless
evil and full of deadly poison.



Problem #2 — No human can tame the tongue

James 1

17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down
from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change
like shifting shadows. 18 He chose to give us birth through the
word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he
created.

Gospel Solution — We are a new creature
(We are no longer human)




Ezekiel 36

25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will
be clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities
and from all your idols. 26 I will give you a new
heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove
from you your heart of stone and give you a heart
of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit in you and
move you to follow my decrees and be careful to
keep my laws.



Colossians 3:1 Since, then, you have been raised with
Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ
is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds
on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died,
and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4
When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also
will appear with him in glory.

Ephesians 2:6 And God raised us up with Christ and
seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ
Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might
show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed
in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.



James 3

9 With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it
we curse men, who have been made in the likeness
of God; 10 from the same mouth come both
blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things
ought not to be this way.

11 Does a fountain send out from the same
opening both fresh and bitter water? 12 Can a fig
tree, my brethren, produce olives, or a vine
produce figs? Nor can salt water produce fresh.



Problem #3 — Doublemindedness

James 4

8 Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your
hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-
minded. 9 Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to
mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves
before the Lord, and he will lift you up.

Gospel Solution — Putting off the old and putting on
the new




Colossians 3

5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your
earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil
desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of
these, the wrath of God is coming. 7 You used to walk
in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8 But now you
must also rid yourselves of all such things as these:
anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from
your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, since you have
taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have
put on the new self, which is being renewed in
knowledge in the image of its Creator.



Ephesians 4

20 That, however, is not the way of life you learned
21 when you heard about Christ and were taught
in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus.
22 You were taught, with regard to your former
way of life, to put off your old self, which is being
corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23 to be made
new in the attitude of your minds; 24 and to put on
the new self, created to be like God in true
righteousness and holiness.



Ephesians 4

29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of
your mouths, but only what is helpful for building
others up according to their needs, that it may
benefit those who listen. 30 And do not grieve the
Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for
the day of redemption. 31 Get rid of all bitterness,
rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with
every form of malice. 32 Be kind and
compassionate to one another, forgiving each
other, just as in Christ God forgave you.
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