
James
Is your faith visible?

James 1:22 Be doers of the word, and not hearers only. Otherwise, you are deceiving yourselves.

A Study of the 
book of 



James 2

1 My brothers, as you hold out your faith in our 
glorious Lord Jesus Christ, do not show 
favoritism. 2 For if a man comes into your 
assembly with a gold ring and dressed in fine 
clothes, and there also comes in a poor man in 
dirty clothes, 3 and you pay special attention to 
the one who is wearing the fine clothes, and say, 
“You sit here in a good place,” and you say to the 
poor man, “You stand over there, or sit down by 
my footstool,” 



James 2

4 have you not made distinctions among 
yourselves, and become judges with evil motives? 
5 Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God 
choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith 
and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to 
those who love Him? 6 But you have dishonored 
the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you 
and personally drag you into court? 7 Do they not 
blaspheme the fair name by which you have been 
called?



James 2

8 If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law 
according to the Scripture, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. 9 But if 
you show partiality, you are committing sin and 
are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For 
whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in 
one point, he has become guilty of all. 



James 2

11 For He who said, “Do not commit adultery,” 
also said, “Do not commit murder.” Now if you 
do not commit adultery, but do commit murder, 
you have become a transgressor of the law. 

12 So speak and so act as those who are to be 
judged by the law of liberty. 13 For judgment will 
be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; 
mercy triumphs over judgment.
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James 2
9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are 
convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever 
keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has 
become guilty of all. 11 For He who said, “Do not commit 
adultery,” also said, “Do not commit murder.” Now if you 
do not commit adultery, but do commit murder, you have 
become a transgressor of the law. 

The Law is not many laws but just one law

The Law does not allow for varying degrees of guilt

The Law compares us to the righteousness of God

The Law does not care about intentions and motives

The Law has zero grace
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12 So speak and so act as those who are to be 
judged 

13 For judgment will be merciless to one who 

has shown no mercy



Matthew 12:35 A good man brings good things out of 
the good stored up in him, and an evil man brings evil 
things out of the evil stored up in him. 36 But I tell you 
that everyone will have to give account on the day of 
judgment for every empty word they have spoken. 37 
For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your 
words you will be condemned.”

John 5:28 “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is 
coming when all who are in their graves will hear his 
voice 29 and come out—those who have done what is 
good will rise to live, and those who have done what is 
evil will rise to be condemned. 



Hebrews 9:27 Just as people are destined to die 
once, and after that to face judgment, 

Acts 17:30 In the past God overlooked such 
ignorance, but now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent. 31 For he has set a day 
when he will judge the world with justice by the 
man he has appointed. He has given proof of this 
to everyone by raising him from the dead.”



Romans 2
5 But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant 
heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of 
God’s wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed. 6 
God “will repay each person according to what they have 
done.” 7 To those who by persistence in doing good seek 
glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal life. 8 But 
for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and 
follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. 9 There will be 
trouble and distress for every human being who does evil: first 
for the Jew, then for the Gentile; 10 but glory, honor and 
peace for everyone who does good: first for the Jew, then for 
the Gentile. 11 For God does not show favoritism.

16 This will take place on the day when God judges people’s 
secrets through Jesus Christ, as my gospel declares.
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12 So speak and so act as those who are to be 
judged by the law of liberty.



Romans 8

1 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are 
in Christ Jesus, 

2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives 
life has set you free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what 
the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the 
flesh, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful 
flesh to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in the 
flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law 
might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the flesh 
but according to the Spirit.
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12 So speak and so act as those who are to be 
judged by the law of liberty.

13 For judgment will be merciless to one who 
has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over 
judgment. 



Luke 7

44 Turning toward the woman, He said to Simon, “Do you see 
this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for 
My feet, but she has wet My feet with her tears and wiped 
them with her hair.   45 You gave Me no kiss; but she, since 
the time I came in, has not ceased to kiss My feet. 46 You did 
not anoint My head with oil, but she anointed My feet with 
perfume. 47 For this reason I say to you, her sins, which are 
many, have been forgiven, for she loved much; but he who is 
forgiven little, loves little.” 
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