
James
Is your faith visible?

James 1:22 Be doers of the word, and not hearers only. Otherwise, you are deceiving yourselves.

A Study of the 
book of 



James 2

1 My brothers, as you hold out your faith in our 
glorious Lord Jesus Christ, do not show 
favoritism. 2 For if a man comes into your 
assembly with a gold ring and dressed in fine 
clothes, and there also comes in a poor man in 
dirty clothes, 3 and you pay special attention to 
the one who is wearing the fine clothes, and say, 
“You sit here in a good place,” and you say to the 
poor man, “You stand over there, or sit down by 
my footstool,” 



James 2

4 have you not made distinctions among 
yourselves, and become judges with evil motives? 
5 Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God 
choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith 
and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to 
those who love Him? 6 But you have dishonored 
the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you 
and personally drag you into court? 7 Do they not 
blaspheme the fair name by which you have been 
called?



James 2

8 If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law 
according to the Scripture, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. 9 But if 
you show partiality, you are committing sin and 
are convicted by the law as transgressors. 
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comes into your assembly with a gold ring and dressed in 
fine clothes, and there also comes in a poor man in dirty 
clothes, 3 and you pay special attention to the one who is 
wearing the fine clothes, and say, “You sit here in a good 
place,” and you say to the poor man, “You stand over 
there, or sit down by my footstool,” 4 have you not made 
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Why Favoritism Runs Counter to Our Faith in Christ

1.  It violates the sovereignty of the Kingdom of God



Acts 10:34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize 
how true it is that God does not show favoritism 35 but 
accepts from every nation the one who fears him and 
does what is right.

Acts 15:8 God, who knows the heart, showed that he 
accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just 
as he did to us. 9 He did not discriminate between us 
and them, for he purified their hearts by faith.



Ephesians 6

5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with 
sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. 6 Obey them not 
only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but as slaves of 
Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. 7 Serve 
wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not people, 8 
because you know that the Lord will reward each one for whatever 
good they do, whether they are slave or free.

9 And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten 
them, since you know that he who is both their Master and yours is 
in heaven, and there is no favoritism with him.



Galatians 3

26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God 
through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized into 
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is 
neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is 
there male and female, for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are 
Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.



James 2

4 have you not made distinctions among 
yourselves, and become judges with evil motives? 

Why Favoritism Runs Counter to Our Faith in Christ

2.  It is the manifestation of evil thoughts of the heart 



Matthew 15

19 For out of the heart come evil thoughts—murder, 
adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, 
slander. 



Colossians 3:7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you 
once lived. 8 But now you must also rid yourselves of all such 
things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language 
from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken 
off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new 
self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its 
Creator. 
11 Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or 
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is 
all, and is in all.
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive 
one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. 
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues 
put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.



1 John 1

5 This is the message we have heard from him and 
declare to you: God is light; in him there is no 
darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with 
him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live 
out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in 
the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 
blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.



James 2

5 Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose 
the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of 
the kingdom which He promised to those who love 
Him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Is it 
not the rich who oppress you and personally drag you 
into court? 7 Do they not blaspheme the fair name by 
which you have been called?

Why Favoritism Runs Counter to Our Faith in Christ

3.  It often ignores the requirement of a humble contrite 

heart needed for entering the Kingdom



1 Corinthians 1
26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when 
you were called. Not many of you were wise by 
human standards; not many were influential; not 
many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the 
foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God 
chose the weak things of the world to shame the 
strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world 
and the despised things—and the things that are 
not—to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one 
may boast before him. 30 It is because of him that 
you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us 
wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, 
holiness and redemption. 



James 2
2 For if a man comes into your assembly with a gold 
ring and dressed in fine clothes, and there also comes 
in a poor man in dirty clothes, 3 and you pay special 
attention to the one who is wearing the fine clothes, 
and say, “You sit here in a good place,” and you say 
to the poor man, “You stand over there, or sit down 
by my footstool,” 

Why Favoritism Runs Counter to Our Faith in Christ

4.  It focuses on the seen rather than the unseen



2 Corinthians 4:16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though 
outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being 
renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary 
troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far 
outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, 
but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but 
what is unseen is eternal.

2 Corinthians 5:7 For we live by faith, not by sight.

2 Corinthians 5:16 So from now on we regard no one from a 
worldly point of view.



1 Samuel 16:6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab 
and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed stands here 
before the Lord.”

7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his 
appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The 
Lord does not look at the things people look at. People 
look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at 
the heart.”
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